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Jacob Returns Home (Genesis 30:25 – 35:29)
 

Main Point: God’s blessings are greater than anything else we could want.

Key Verse: Jacob replied, “I won’t let You go unless you bless me.” – Genesis 32:26b

Materials:  One paper bag filled with one very small individually wrapped candy per child – each one must be different (different color life savers, peppermint, kiss, etc); one large candy bar – the bigger the better, but keep it HIDDEN!
Personal Connection

· Say: When Jacob wrestled with God, what did Jacob want from God? Read Genesis 32:26. He wanted God’s blessing! Have you ever asked God for His blessing?
· Leader, please share a time when you have asked God for His blessing.
Hands on Application

•
Pass out one small candy per child. Keep your large candy bar hidden. Each child’s candy should be different. Leader does NOT take one. Say: Everyone keep your candy in front of you where we can see it. Chose one child to start, and go clockwise around the room. We are going to take turns trading our candy. _________ will begin. When it is your turn, you can keep your candy, or you can trade with one person. If someone chooses to trade with you (when it is not your turn) you have to trade. (Kids will fuss and say that it’s not fair, etc.)

•
After everyone has taken their turn, say: How does everyone feel about this? Oh, no one even asked me for my candy. Pull out your large candy bar. (Kids will see that your candy supply was far greater than what they hoped for.) Put candy aside for now.
Group Discussion
· Say: This is an illustration of how we live our lives. Sometimes we get so focused on wanting something that we can see with our eyes, that we don’t even think about what is out of our sight – the blessings that God might want us to have – which are far better.
· What are some things that kids want? What do you think about, or hear your friends talking about?

· Let’s read Ephesians 3:20-21. What is God able to do? More than we could ever hope or imagine!

· Now let’s back up and read Ephesians 3:16-19. What are the blessings list here that only God can give us? Power, strength, faith, Jesus’ unending love, all the fullness of God!
· Are these blessings better than _____________ (list material things that kids named earlier)? Are they just a little better, or WAY better?
· Let’s read one more verse: 1 Corinthians 2:9. Who can put this in your own words? We can’t even imagine the blessings that God has in store for us!

Conversation with God (Prayer)  

Fill in your prayer journal. During prayer time, ask God to bless each one in the room. Follow the example of Jacob, “Lord, we don’t want to leave this room until you have given your blessings to us. We want everything good that you have in store for us. Give us your peace, joy, patience, wisdom, and more. Nothing else comes close to Your blessings!”
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